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Notice of Annual General Meeting
NOTICE is hereby given to all members of Rowing British Columbia that the 2019 Annual
General Meeting will be held on Saturday, November 16, 2019 at Royal Roads University,
located at 2005 Sooke Road in Victoria British Columbia at 9:30 AM.
The business of the meeting shall include:
• Acceptance of the Auditor’s Report & Audited Financial Statements for 2018-19;
• Appointment of Auditors for 2019-20;
• Election of Treasurer and Directors at Large;
• Acceptance of By-Law Amendments to the Definition of Member; and
• Other business.

Annual General Meeting Agenda
1. Call to Order
2. Reading of the Meeting Notice
3. Verification of Credentials
4. Roll Call
5. Approval of the Agenda
Motion approving Agenda of 2019 AGM
6. Approval of Minutes of the 2018 AGM
Motion approving minutes of the 2018 AGM
7. President’s Report
8. Treasurer’s Report
9. Auditors’ Report and Financial Statements
Motion accepting Auditor’s Report and Audited Financial Statements for the year
ending March 31, 2019
10. Appointment of Auditors for 2019-2020
Motion approving Auditors for 2019-2020
11. Election of Treasurer and Directors at Large
Motion confirming acclamation of Treasurer and Directors at Large
12. Approval of By-Law Amendments
Motion approving amendments to the Rowing BC By-Laws
13. New Business
14. Adjournment
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November 16, 2019 AGM and Mini-Conference Agenda
Time

Duration

Title

9:30 AM
10:15 AM
10:30 AM
11:15 AM
12:00 PM
12:30 PM
1:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:45 PM
4:30 PM
5:25 PM

45 minutes
15 minutes
45 minutes
45 minutes
30 minutes
60 minutes
120 minutes
15 minutes
45 minutes
55 minutes
5 minutes

Rowing BC AGM
Break
Club Check-Up – Panel Discussion
Safe Sport
Regatta Infrastructure
Awards Lunch
Relationships
Break
Team BC
Task Force Breakouts
Raffle Draw and Closing Remarks

Mini- Conference Session Descriptions
Club Check-Up – Panel Discussion (45 minutes)
Community leaders will share recent experiences of initiatives focused on club development that
were in part inspired by the 2018 conference (includes Q&A).

Safe Sport (45 minutes)
An update about the National Code of Conduct for Safe Sport and RCA’s Safe Sport Policies
and initiatives, including the implementation of procedures that will impact rowing organizations
and their stakeholders. This session will also provide details on resources available to the
membership and an opportunity to ask questions.

Regatta Infrastructure (30 minutes)
As Rowing BC explores the next steps of owning regatta infrastructure, this session will review
planned content and discuss possible framework scenarios for community use.

Awards Lunch (60 minutes)
Rowing BC will present its annual awards over lunch, as well as present special 50th
anniversary awards.

Relationships
This session is the third and final professional development session featuring Patricia Galaczy.
This session counts towards Coach Pro-D and Umpire recertification.

Team BC
Rob Richards will provide a Team BC update, including athlete and coach selection, team
development opportunities, and club program integration.

Task Force Breakouts
This is an opportunity for the Competition Review Task Force and the Interior Development
Task Force to get together with other members of the community to make significant gains
towards community improvements.

4

2018 AGM Draft Minutes
Sunday November 18, 2018 9:00 AM
Hilton Hotel Metrotown, Burnaby, BC
President: Susan Wilkinson
Directors Present: Derek Page (Vice President), John Gjervan (Treasurer), Roberta
Rodgers (Acting Secretary), Peter Jackson (Past President), Laurel Glanfield, Pratibha
Sharma, Stacy Mitchell
Staff: David Calder (Executive Director), Martin George, Rob Richards, Sonja Lonne
Regrets: Andy Watson, Janice Mason (Secretary)
Minutes
1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order by Susan Wilkinson at 9:04 AM
2. Reading of the Meeting Notice
Susan Wilkinson, President, read notice of meeting
3. Verification of Credentials
4. Roll Call
Roberta Rodgers, acting Secretary, read the Roll Call
a. Voting members present – 25
b. Proxy votes – 3
c. Votes in total – 28 (41 voting, 1 probationary organization)
i. Quorum present for 2018 AGM
5. Approval of the Agenda
Motioned by Aalbert van Schothorst, University of Victoria and seconded by
Matthias Uhlenbruck, Vancouver Rowing Club “that the agenda for the
Rowing BC 2018 Annual General Meeting be approved.”
Motion carried
6. Approval of Minutes of the 2017 AGM
Motioned by Martin George, Vernon Rowing and Dragon Boat Club and seconded
by Colin Mattock, Shawnigan Lake Rowing Club “that the minutes from the
Rowing BC 2017 Annual General Meeting be approved.”
Motion carried
7. President’s Report
Reviewed by President, Susan Wilkinson.
Please see attached.
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8. Treasurer’s Report
John Gjervan, Treasurer, presented financial report for 2017 – 2018.
Please see attached.
9. Auditor’s Report and Financial Statements
Motioned by Debra Neufeld, Lillooet Rowing Club and seconded by Laurel
Glanfield, Fort Langley Community Rowing Club “that the Financial
Statements for March 31, 2018 be accepted as presented.”
Motion carried.
10. Election of President and Directors at Large
Motion by Colin Gray, Deep Cove Rowing Club and seconded by Simon Litherland,
False Creek Rowing Club “to confirm the acclamation of Stacy Mitchell as
President (2-year term); and Luticia (Tish) Hill (2-year term), Linda Arnold
(2-year term), Kris Davis (2-year term), and Andy Watson (2-year term)
as Directors at Large.”
Motion carried.
11. Appointment of Auditors for 2018-2019
Motioned by Simon Litherland, False Creek Rowing Club and seconded by Peter
Klinkow, Burnaby Lake Rowing Club “that the firm of Hay & Watson,
Chartered Accountants be appointed as the Rowing BC auditors for the
fiscal period ending March 31, 2019”.
Motion carried.
12. New Business
13. Adjournment
Motioned by Aalbert van Schothorst, University of Victoria Rowing Club “that the
2018 AGM be adjourned”.
Meeting adjourned at 9:23AM
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President’s Report
As the rowing community prepares to gather in Victoria for Rowing BC’s 2019 Annual General
Meeting, it is with great pleasure that I reflect on the last twelve months. It’s been a very busy
year for Rowing BC as we have worked hard to address and achieve the goals set out in the
2018 – 2021 Strategic Plan.
Among the highlights of the past year are:
•

Rowing BC turned 50 this year. On September 10, 1969, Rowing BC was awarded its
provincial association status starting us on the path of the organization we see today.
Rowing BC was built by incredible people and throughout this year we have been
celebrating the history of our achievements.

•

In April 2019, the Competition Review Taskforce comprised of 12 members of the BC rowing
community undertook a thorough review of the current competition system in BC. This
resulted in an action plan designed to benefit the rowing experiences of all of our athletes
regardless of age or level of ability while enhancing the quality of the 35 regattas that were
sanctioned in 2019. Several inaugural regattas were introduced by these action items,
including the Metro Vancouver Invitational, the BC Junior Championships and the Coastal
Beach Sprints. We can expect more from this group in the coming months.

•

September 2019 saw Rowing BC wrap up its 4-year commitment of hosting the Rowing
Canada Aviron (RCA) National Rowing Championship and Canada Cup. The local
organizing committee and its army of volunteers set an enhanced standard for hosting a
national regatta. Throughout this commitment strong partnerships were developed, for
example, with the City of Burnaby and local Burnaby businesses, the Government of British
Columbia, RCA and CBC Sports. These collaborations and the lessons learned will serve
regatta planning in BC well into the future.

•

Rowing BC created and enhanced opportunities for our athletes through four Junior Athlete
Training Camps, two Master Camps and a Coastal Rowing Camp. Each of these camps
held throughout the province were exceptionally successful. The U19/U21 camps were held
in Richmond, Nelson and Mill Bay, and another camp will take place in Victoria in early
December. These camps have provided our developing athletes with access to high
performance coaching staff and facilities that will promote Rowing BC’s success at the 2021
Canada Summer Games and beyond. The Masters camps led by our provincial coach,
provided opportunities for skill development and competition for our sport for life rowers in
the Lower Mainland. With the growth and enthusiasm of Coastal Rowing in BC there are
huge opportunities for more camps.

•

Rowing BC is leading the charge with respect to Safe Sport in British Columbia. Rowing BC
believes that rowing must have safety built into all aspects of the sport. This includes
addressing the safety requirements of athletes, coaches, umpires, staff and volunteers.
Initiatives focused on coach development, education regarding reporting systems and
criminal record checks are some of the ways that Rowing BC is working toward creating a
safe sport for all.
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I would like to thank retiring Board members Derek Page and Pratibha Sharma. Derek has
served as Vice President for the last two years and has been a valuable member of the Rowing
BC Finance Committee. Pratibha, with her calm voice of reason, legal expertise and
wordsmithing skills, has provided indispensable support to the board. Derek and Pratibha are
innovative problem solvers and the board is fortunate to have had them ‘on board’.
I would like to say a special thank you to Susan Wilkinson for being my mentor and sounding
board as I learned the ropes of being president of this intricate organization. She has always
found time for me and my many questions, big sky comments and dreams for Rowing BC while
keeping me grounded. Thank you.
None of the progress we have made this year would have been possible without the hard work
and support of all our clubs and their members, regatta organizers, umpires, athletes, coaches,
and volunteers across the province. Thank you to all who contributed to the successes in
rowing.
The diligence and dedication of Rowing BC’s staff made all this happen. On behalf of the board
I would like to thank David Calder, Sonja Lonne, Martin George, Rob Richards, Quinton Lam
and Natasha Rygnestad-Stahl (Canada Summer Student) for the time they spent at events, in
the office, and responding to the questions and concerns from our member clubs as we
collectively continue to develop rowing across British Columbia.
As we enter a new decade, we also enter a new strategic planning year. There is still much to
be done to realize our vision of being the leading community of rowing in Canada. A successful
organization makes value-based decisions and a successful organization innovates and is not
afraid to fail. As a community, we need to tell our stories, we need to voice our values around
this sport, and we need the leaders of this community to guide the force of change. When we
are able to all come together and work for one vision, we have power. There are many moving
parts in this sport and it is important we take the time to listen, to have difficult conversations, to
support each other and collaborate to achieve the best possible outcomes. It has long been
decided by science that the only limit on what the human body is capable of achieving is the
mind, more importantly the mindset, of the individual. It is time for us as a community to change
our mindset and make British Columbia, the leaders of rowing in Canada.

Stacy Mitchell
President
Rowing British Columbia
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Treasurer’s Report
The audited financial statements have been circulated for the year ended March 31, 2019 (see
the following pages of this AGM package). Last year an emphasis was placed on supporting a
healthy athlete-centred rowing system, expanding the sport of rowing in British Columbia and
exploring enhanced financial resource development. Rowing BC ran a deficit to invest in
delivering programs and services that benefited member organizations, athletes, coaches and
umpires across the province this year and future years.
Rowing BC remains in good standing with all funding bodies.
Rowing BC continues to be mindful of diversifying funding sources. Rowing BC does not want
to be overly dependent on government funding, nor to unnecessarily burden its membership
with increasing fees, in order to maintain and grow operations. This past year human resources
have been spent by Rowing BC to explore new revenue generating opportunities that will
support rowing across the province.
This year Rowing BC created a Financial Advisory Committee to support the on-going priorities
of the society and the efforts of the staff. The committee meets on a monthly basis and reviews
the financial statements of the society.
At the conclusion of FY 2019-20 the committee, with the support of staff, will review the first
complete year of the new Rowing BC Membership Model and Rowing BC Seat Fee, including
financial and participatory comparisons with previous years.

Respectfully submitted,

John Gjervan
Treasurer
Rowing British Columbia
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Financial Statements
Year Ended March 31, 2019
and Auditor’s Report

Rowing British Columbia • Financial Statements • Year ended March 31, 2019

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
To the Members of Rowing British Columbia
Qualified Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of Rowing British Columbia (the “Society”), which comprise the statement
of financial position as at March 31, 2019 and the statements of operations, changes in net assets and cash flows for
the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies
and other explanatory information.
In our opinion, except for the possible effects of the matter described in the Basis for Qualified Opinion section of our
report, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Society as at March
31, 2019 and its operations and cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with the Canadian Accounting
Standards for Not-for-Profit Organizations, applied as required by the Societies Act, British Columbia, on a basis
consistent with the previous year.
Basis for Qualified Opinion
In common with many not-for-profit organizations, the Society receives receipts from various sources, the
completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, our verification of these
receipts was limited to the amounts included in the records of the organization and we were not able to determine
whether any adjustments might be necessary to such receipts, excess of receipts over expenditures, assets and net
assets.
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our responsibilities
under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
section of our report. We are independent of the Society in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant
to our audit of the financial statements in Canada, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in
accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our qualified opinion.
Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with
the Canadian Accounting Standards for Not-for-Profit Organizations and for such internal control as management
determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Society’s ability to continue as a
going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of
accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the Society or to cease operations, or has no realistic
alternative but to do so.
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Society’s financial reporting process.
Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with
Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial
statements.
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As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise professional
judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:
Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.
Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness
of the Society’s internal control.
Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates
and related disclosures made by management.
Conclude on the appropriateness of management's use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based
on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that
may cast significant doubt on the Society’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a
material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor's report to the related
disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our
conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor's report. However, future
events or conditions may cause the Society to cease to continue as a going concern.
Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the
disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a
manner that achieves fair presentation.
We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and
timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we
identify during our audit.

Chartered Professional Accountants
Vancouver, B.C.
October 16, 2019
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Statement of Financial Position
As at March 31, 2019
2019

2018

ASSETS
Current
Cash
Cash - restricted (Note 4)
Term deposits
Accounts receivable
Prepaid expenses

$

31,310
27,485
37,316
12,637
108,748

Capital assets (Note 5)

$

72,179
31,915
50,000
34,758
2,511
191,363
71,408

43,237
$

151,985

$

262,771

$

35,885
15,485

$

12,627
28,415

LIABILITIES
Current
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Deferred receipts (Note 6)

51,370

41,042

43,237

71,408

12,000
45,378
100,615
151,985

6,000
144,321
221,729
262,771

NET ASSETS
Investment in capital assets
Restricted net assets
Burnaby Lake Rowing Club Fund
Unrestricted net assets
$

$

Operations (Note 1)
Economic Dependence (Note 7)
Commitments (Note 8)
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

APPROVED BY THE BOARD
Director

Director

Rowing British Columbia • Financial Statements • Year ended March 31, 2019
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Statement of Operations
Year Ended March 31, 2019

2018

2019

RECEIPTS
Government funding
Partner contributions and other grants
Self-generated revenue
Administration and other income
Athlete development and high performance
Coaching and leadership development
Competition, safety and risk management
Event income
Member services

$

286,839
45,973

$

316,487
66,796

268
26,253
16,900
43,962
68,631
64,160
552,986

19,201
21,601
14,380
45,682
80,758
46,845
611,750

13,295
102,792
30,133
22,795
8,484
32,718
138,430
41,196
262,769

21,498
170,184
22,179
27,117
6,396
27,838
56,984
27,615
261,962

652,612

621,773

(99,626)
(21,488)

(10,023)
-

(121,114)

(10,023)

221,729

231,752

EXPENDITURES
Amortization of capital assets
Athlete development and high performance
Board and committee meetings
Business and fees
Coaching and leadership development
Competition, safety and risk management
Event expenses
Office, administration and marketing
Salaries and wages

Deficiency of Receipts Over Expenditures Before the
Undernoted
Loss on disposal of equipment (Note 5)

DEFICIENCY OF RECEIPTS OVER EXPENDITURES
NET ASSETS, Beginning of Year
NET ASSETS, End of Year

$

100,615

$

221,729

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Statement of Changes in Net Assets
Year Ended March 31, 2019
Burnaby
Lake
Rowing
Club Fund Restricted

Invested in
Capital
Assets

NET ASSETS, Beginning of Year

$

Excess (deficiency) of receipts over
expenditures
Net investment in capital assets

NET ASSETS, End of Year

$

71,408

$

6,000

Unrestricted
$

144,321

2018

2019
$

221,729

$

231,752

(34,783)

6,000

(92,331)

(121,114)

(10,023)

6,612

-

(6,612)

-

-

43,237

$

12,000

$

45,378

$

100,615

$

221,729

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Statement of Cash Flows
Year Ended March 31, 2019

2018

2019

Cash Flows From (Used In) Operating Activities
Deficiency of receipts over expenditures
Items not involving the use of cash for operations:
Amortization of capital assets
Loss on disposal of equipment

$

Change in non-cash working capital items
Accounts receivable
Prepaid expenses
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Deferred receipts

(121,114)

$

(10,023)

13,295
21,488
(86,331)

21,498
11,475

(2,558)
(10,126)
23,258
(12,930)
(88,687)

(29,107)
11,296
3,608
(40,481)
(43,209)

(6,612)

(12,789)

(95,299)
154,094

(55,998)
210,092

Cash Flows From (Used In) Investing Activities
Purchase of capital assets

DECREASE IN CASH
CASH AND TERM DEPOSITS, Beginning of Year
CASH AND TERM DEPOSITS, End of Year

$

58,795

$

154,094

$

31,310
27,485
-

$

72,179
31,915
50,000

$

58,795

$

154,094

$

268

$

250

Cash and term deposits consist of:
Cash
Cash - restricted (Note 4)
Term deposits

Supplemental cash flow information
Interest received

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Notes to the Financial Statements
March 31, 2019
1. OPERATIONS
Rowing British Columbia (the “Society”) was incorporated under the Society Act of British Columbia. The
purposes of the Society are:
To coordinate, promote, and assist rowing, and any organizations interested in rowing, in the
Province of British Columbia;
To take all appropriate and desirable action to regulate the sport of rowing throughout British
Columbia for its members in accordance with the bylaws, policies, rules and regulations of the
Society and, where applicable, Rowing Canada Aviron, and respond to recommendations and
rules as may from time to time be presented by affiliated regulatory agencies;
For the further attainment of the above purposes to collect or raise in any manner whatsoever
and to distribute from time to time moneys to any such organization or organizations; and
Upon the winding-up or dissolution of the Society, any surplus funds remaining shall be given or
transferred to organizations promoting interest in or development of the health and welfare of the
public, as may be determined by the members of the Society.

2. BASIS OF PRESENTATION
Statement of Compliance
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian Accounting Standards for
Not-for-Profit Organizations (“ASNPO”).

Basis of Presentation
These financial statements have been prepared on the historical cost basis, except for certain financial
instruments which are measured at fair value, as explained in the accounting policies set out in Note 3.

3. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Accounting Estimates and Judgments
The preparation of these financial statements requires management to make estimates and judgments
and to form assumptions that affect the reported amounts and other disclosures in these financial
statements. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and various
other factors that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances. The results of these
assumptions form the basis of making the judgments about carrying values of assets and liabilities that
are not readily apparent from other sources. Actual results may differ from these estimates under different
assumptions and conditions.
The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognized in the period in which the estimate is revised if the revision affects only that
period or in the period of the revision and further periods if the review affects both current and future
periods.
Critical accounting estimates are estimates and assumptions made by management that may result in
material adjustments to the carrying amount of assets and liabilities within the next financial year. Critical
estimates used in the Society’s preparation of these financial statements include, among others, the
recoverability of accounts receivable, impairment of capital assets and estimation of accrued liabilities.
Rowing British Columbia • Financial Statements • Year ended March 31, 2019
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Notes to the Financial Statements
March 31, 2019
3. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
Accounting Estimates and Judgments (continued)
Critical accounting judgments are accounting policies that have been identified as being complex or
involving subjective judgments or assessments. Critical accounting judgments used by the Society
include the estimated useful life and future operating results from capital assets.

Cash and Term Deposits
Cash and term deposits consist of cash balances and investments in highly liquid, short-term deposits at
a major Canadian financial institution.

Restricted Cash
Cash contributions which are reserved for future expenditures are classified as restricted cash. Internally
restricted cash is composed of amounts reserved for specific future awards or administration costs.

Financial Assets and Liabilities
The Society’s financial instruments are cash and term deposits, accounts receivable and accounts
payable and accrued liabilities. Cash and term deposits are measured at fair value; all other financial
instruments are measured at amortized cost (which approximates their fair values).
Transaction costs directly attributable to the acquisition or issue of a financial asset or financial liability
that will be measured after acquisition or issue at amortized cost are added to the carrying amount of the
financial asset or financial liability.

Capital Assets
Capital assets are recorded at cost and amortized over the estimated useful life using the following
methods and annual rates:
Office equipment
Rowing equipment
Umpire equipment

30%
3 years
3 years

Declining balance method
Straight-line method
Straight-line method

Recognition of Receipts
The Society follows the deferral method for accounting for contributions.
Restricted contributions are deferred and recognized in the year in which the related eligible expenditures
are incurred by the Society. Restricted contributions related to the purchase of equipment are recognized
on the same basis as the amortization of the assets acquired.
Unrestricted contributions are recognized when received or receivable, if the amount can be reasonably
estimated and collection is reasonably assured, and in the year in which the related expenditures are
incurred.

Rowing British Columbia • Financial Statements • Year ended March 31, 2019
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Notes to the Financial Statements
March 31, 2019
3. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
Contributed Services
Volunteers contribute an undetermined number of hours annually to assist the Society in carrying out its
activities. Contributed services are not recorded in the financial statements because of the difficulty in
determining the time spent by volunteers and the fair value of their services.

Income Taxes
The Society, as a non-profit organization, is not subject to Federal or Provincial income taxes.

4. RESTRICTED CASH
Restricted cash represents cash restricted for the purchase of capital assets, grants received for specific
purposes from the B.C. Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch of the B.C. Government (the “Gaming
Fund”) and other funding organizations, cash collected on behalf of other organizations and funds which
are restricted by the Board of Directors (“internally restricted funds”). Disbursements of funds received
from the Gaming Fund are restricted to expenditures set out in the Community Gaming Grant agreement.
The Legacy Fund is an internally restricted fund established by the Board to restrict the use of funds
received from the sale of the starting bridge and other used equipment for equipment replacement.
Restricted cash consists of:
2018

2019
Burnaby Lake Rowing Club Fund
Gaming Fund and other deferred receipts (Note 6)

$

12,000
15,485

$

6,000
25,915

$

27,485

$

31,915

5. CAPITAL ASSETS
2018

2019
Accumulated
Amortization

Cost
Office
equipment
Rowing
and umpire
equipment

$

$

Net
Book
Value

$

Cost
$

$

Net
Book
Value

Accumulated
Amortization
$

$

18,271

13,987

4,284

18,271

12,142

6,129

214,752
233,023

175,799
189,786

38,953
43,237

330,938
349,209

265,659
277,801

65,279
71,408

$

$

$

$

Rowing British Columbia • Financial Statements • Year ended March 31, 2019
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Notes to the Financial Statements
March 31, 2019
5. CAPITAL ASSETS (continued)
In 2015, the Society entered into a collaboration agreement with Canadian Sport Institute Pacific (“CSIP”),
Rowing Canada Aviron (“RCA”), and Own the Podium (“OTP”) to administer the Summer NextGen
(“SGN”) program, which concluded in 2018. Each partner agreed to provide funding to fulfill the initiatives
of the SGN program, which included the purchase of rowing equipment for regatta events. The Society
was designated as the administrator of the program and recorded the contributions and program
expenditures in its books. In 2019, a consensus was reached among the partners whereby certain boats,
launches and other rowing equipment be transferred to RCA for $nil consideration. The net carrying value
of the transferred rowing equipment was $21,488 and as a result of this transfer, a loss on disposal of
equipment of $21,488 was recorded in the Society’s Statement of Operations for the year ended March
31, 2019.

6. DEFERRED RECEIPTS

ViaSport – Core Contribution
ViaSport – Enhanced
Excellence
ViaSport – Community Sport
Program Development Fund
Total ViaSport

2018
Deferred
Contributions
$
- $

Gaming Fund – Youth Rowing
Program; Volunteer Safety
Officials Program; Para
Rowing Program; Coach
Education Program
Tourism Burnaby
Rowing Canada Aviron PPSFP
Coaching Association of
Canada – Coach Developer
Grant
Services Canada – Summer
Internship Grant
Sport BC – Summer Warm Up
Grant
Canadian Paralympic
Committee Grant
Total Gaming and Other
Total Deferred Receipts

$

Receipts
132,440 $

Eligible
Expenditures
132,440

2019
Deferred
Contributions
$
-

-

100,000

100,000

-

2,500
2,500

232,440

495
232,935

2,005
2,005

13,415
12,500
-

50,000
18,000
107

54,399
30,500
107

9,016
-

-

1,000

-

1,000

-

6,836

6,836

-

-

1,500

1,500

-

25,915

10,000
87,443

6,536
99,878

3,464
13,480

28,415 $

319,883 $

332,813

$

15,485

7. ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE
The Society is dependent on continued funding from government agencies in order to maintain its current
operating levels. Should these grants not be received, the operations of the Society may be significantly
affected.
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Notes to the Financial Statements
March 31, 2019
8. COMMITMENTS
The Society is committed to minimum annual payments of $16,803 through the 2020 fiscal year for its
operating premises.

9. CAPITAL MANAGEMENT
The Society defines its net assets as its capital for capital management purposes. The Society’s capital
management objective is to maximize its cash flows from government and partner funding, program fees
and memberships in order to maintain sufficient liquidity to fund its programs. The Society monitors and
achieves its capital management objective, which is unchanged from prior years, through short and long
term budgets and liquidity plans to which it makes changes as required for changes in economic
conditions.

10. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT
The Society’s activities expose its financial instruments to a variety of financial risks, which include credit
risk, interest rate risk and liquidity risk.

Credit risk
Credit risk is the risk of an unexpected loss if a customer or third party to a financial instrument fails to
meet its contractual obligations and arises from the Society’s cash, term deposit and accounts receivable.
The Society limits its exposure to credit risk by only holding cash at a major Canadian financial institution
and holding only financial instruments of institutions with the highest credit rating. Accounts receivable
consist primarily of the goods and services tax refund due from the Government of Canada and amounts
due from associated organizations and members. As such, the Society considers this risk to be minimal.

Interest rate risk
Interest rate risk is the risk that changes in interest rates will affect the fair value or future cash flows from
the Society’s financial instruments. The Society is exposed from time to time to interest rate risk as a
result of holding fixed rate cash equivalent investments. The Society reduces the risk that it will realize a
loss as a result of a decline in the fair value of these investments by limiting these investments to highly
liquid securities with short-term maturities.

Liquidity risk
Liquidity risk is the risk that the Society will not be able to meet its financial obligations as they fall due.
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities are due within the current operating period. The Society
manages liquidity risk through its capital management programs (Note 9).

11. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
The Society did not provide financial assistance to any parties outside of the normal course of the
Society’s activities during the years ended March 31, 2019 and 2018.
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ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA
Notes to the Financial Statements
March 31, 2019
12. REMUNERATION PAID TO DIRECTORS, EMPLOYEES AND CONTRACTORS
The Society paid remuneration of greater than $75,000 to the following individual during the years ended
March 31, 2019 and 2018:
Position and Title
Executive Director

2018

2019
$

81,409

$

85,922

The Society did not pay any remuneration to the directors during the years ended March 31, 2019 and
2018.
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Nominating Committee Report
In accordance with By-Law 7.5 of the Rowing BC Constitution, the Board of Rowing BC
appointed a nominating committee to prepare a slate of candidates for the positions of officers
of the Society. The Rowing BC Nominating Committee, consisting of Susan Wilkinson (Chair),
Laurel Glanfield and Peter Jackson provides the following report with regard to the nominating
process and slate of candidates to the Board of Directors.
The Board of Directors currently consists of elected positions including President, Treasurer and
seven Directors at Large. In addition, the immediate Past President is a member of the Board.
Terms are either one or two years with an objective to have the President and Treasurer elected
in different years along with one half of the Directors at large. The Treasurer and three Director
at Large positions will have expiring terms this year and the positions will be available for
election. The By-laws for Rowing BC also allows the number of Directors at Large to be
increased to a maximum of eight individuals at the discretion of the Board. The Board has
agreed to increase the number of Directors at Large to eight individuals if the skills of the
candidates support the best interests of Rowing BC.
The Nominating Committee proactively looked to attract candidates possessing skills and
experience in the areas of financial management and oversight, capital infrastructure
fundraising, corporate relations and sponsorship, and labour relations, contracts and policy.
In accordance with the by-laws, in August the Nominating Committee released a call-out to the
Rowing BC Membership for applications for Treasurer and Directors at Large. Three
expressions of interest were received. A second call out was released on October 2nd with
responses required by October 16th. No additional nominations were received. As a result of
the search process the Nominating Committee recommended that the number of Directors at
large be increased to eight and endorsed an initial slate of five candidates.
The following individuals will be elected by acclamation (bios follow):
•
•
•
•
•

Treasurer, 2-Year Term: John Gjervan
Director at Large, 2-Year Term: Ingrid Braul
Director at Large, 2-Year Term: Meghan Montgomery
Director at Large, 2-Year Term: York Langerfeld
Director at Large, 2-Year Term: Steve van Knotsenburg

Treasurer, 2-year term – John Gjervan
John is a UBC graduate (B.Com, Accounting), Chartered Professional Accountant, Chartered
Accountant, with years of experience as a financial officer and director of several public and
private companies. John is a senior partner with Hamilton & Associates Investment Advisors at
BMO Nesbitt Burns. He also sits on Hamilton & Associates Investment Committee.
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John is the Past President of The Hamber Foundation, which is committed to the betterment of
BC by supporting events in the arts and culture, athletics, and health and education. John is
also past Board Chair of York House School (YHS) and a member of the YHS Foundation’s
board.
He was a UBC Varsity rower, and a member of the 1979 Canadian Pan-American Games
rowing team. John has been active for many years coaching and assistant-coaching youth
sports (soccer and rowing).
John currently serves as Treasurer on the Rowing BC Board and has submitted his intent to
stand for re-election. As well as providing financial oversight and providing the Board with
required financial reports, as a member of the Financial Committee John has been instrumental
in the improvements made to Rowing BC’s internal financial management practices.

Director at Large, 2-year term – Ingrid Braul
Ingrid is a practicing lawyer in Vancouver (Associate, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP). Among her
legal responsibilities she does policy development, regulatory analysis and contract
interpretation and drafting. As a student Ingrid served as President of the Environmental Law
Society at the University of Calgary.
As a past rower, she was the captain of the University of Victoria Women’s Rowing Team, and
volunteer novice coach, where she advocated for the rowers, worked with the team members
and coaching staff to set goals and led creative dispute resolution processes. She has
competed and medalled at numerous university and club competitions, the Canada Summer
Games, and the Royal Canadian Henley Regatta. She trained with the Danish U23 Women’s
National Team while on an academic exchange in Denmark.
Ingrid hopes that by serving on the Rowing BC Board she can use her skills and experience to
help shape transparent and effective policy that best serves Rowing BC’s membership.

Director at Large, 2 year term – York Langerfeld
York worked in banking over a span of 30 years where he managed and opened branches. He
and his teams were recipients of a number of awards related to excellence in customer service.
York has been a member on various non-profit boards (Chambers of Commerce, Minor Hockey
Associations and Rowing Clubs), currently serving on the Victoria City Rowing Club board.
York participated in the 1976 Olympics and was a member of the National Rowing Team when
Canada boycotted the 1980 Olympics. He is currently the Assistant Coach of the University of
Victoria Women’s Rowing Program. York was appointed to the Board of Rowing BC as a
Director at Large for a 1year term in December 2018. He serves as the Chair of the Rowing BC
Competition Review Task Force. York’s love for rowing and involvement in the sport has led
him to submit his Expression of Interest to stand for election for a Director at Large position on
the Board of Rowing BC.
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Director at Large, 2 year term – Meghan Montgomery
Meghan is a graduate of the University of Manitoba (BA, B.Ed.) and teaches mathematics at
Shawnigan Lake School. As well, she is a house parent and rowing coach at the school.
Meghan is a three-time Paralympic Rower (2008, 2012, 2016) and a 2016 Paralympic Bronze
Medalist. She is a trained RCA Performance Coach and has extensive coaching experience at
the provincial, club, and high school levels. Meghan enjoys working with developing athletes
and is passionate about para sport. Meghan is an enthusiastic and collaborative leader and
hopes that through her work on the Board of Rowing BC she can assist para rowing to grow and
flourish in our province.

Director at Large, 2 year term – Steve van Knotsenburg
Steve has involvement with rowing in BC and Ontario, both as a coach and athlete. He
represented Canada for 10 years on the National Team and is a 2012 Olympian. Having
competed in many international events and regattas, he has considerable perspective and
understanding of how rowing governing bodies operate and conduct their business.
During his time as an oarsman, Steve helped with fundraising campaigns and hosted several
events with private and corporate donors i.e., CAN Fund at the Vancouver Olympic Games.
Steve has worked with sport sector partners like Rowing Canada Aviron, the Canadian Sport
Institute and Canadian Athletes Now Fund, in athlete service, event planning, fundraising and
ambassador roles.
Steve currently works at Opta Precise Services providing assessments of residential,
commercial and municipal infrastructure with a focus on risk prevention and liability.
Steve is also the Marketing Manager and Lead Coach for TaG Cycling, Vancouver, and is a
NCCP certified cycling coach. Among his responsibilities, Steve designs and coordinates
Vancouver location marketing, media and community events. Steve has served on a number of
boards.
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Wilkinson
2019 Nominating Committee Chair
Rowing British Columbia
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Proposed By-Law Amendments:
Membership Definition
The Rowing BC Board of Directors is recommending amendments to the By-Laws, including,
specifically, By-Law One (1) which defines Membership of the Society. These proposed changes
will be voted on by the Rowing BC Membership at the Rowing BC AGM, happening on November
16, 2019, at Royal Roads University, in accordance with Rowing BC’s By-Law 16.1, which reads:
BY-LAW SIXTEEN: AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS
16.1

Special Resolutions
These by-laws may be amended or replaced in whole or in part at a General Meeting of which
notice of intention to amend or replace has been given. Any amendment or replacement requires
a seventy-five (75) percent majority vote of those members present and entitled to vote.

Changes to By-Laws are being recommended in order to capture the potential growth in the sport
of rowing in BC from, but not limited to, increased activities in performance coaching, indoor and
open water (aka coastal) rowing. In some cases, these activities are being organized by licenced,
for-profit businesses. While By-Law 1.1 does not explicitly state that for-profit businesses are
included or not included in the current membership definition, the Rowing BC Board of Directors
are recommending a distinct membership category for the for-profit organizations in order to
separate this membership class from current Members of Rowing BC which include rowing clubs
and associations.
Currently Rowing BC’s By-Law 1.1 reads:
BY-LAW ONE: MEMBERSHIP
1.1
Membership
Membership of ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA (Hereinafter called “The Society”) shall consist of
rowing clubs and other associations interested in promoting rowing, who function in the Province
of British Columbia, and meet the requirements of membership.

The Rowing BC Board of Directors recommends re-defining Membership of the Society by
deleting the current By-Law 1.1 in its entirety and replacing it with the following (changes are
marked in red):
BY-LAW ONE: MEMBERSHIP
1.1
Membership
Membership of ROWING BRITISH COLUMBIA (Hereinafter called “The Society”) shall consist of
three classes of members: (1) rowing clubs promoting rowing (collectively, “Clubs” or individually
a “Club”)), (2) incorporated not-for-profit organizations and associations promoting rowing
(collectively, “Associations” or individually an “Association”), and (3) for-profit organizations
promoting rowing
(collectively, “For-Profit Organizations”, individually a “For-Profit
Organization” and together with Clubs and Associations, the “Members”) who function in the
Province of British Columbia and meet the requirements of membership, and which shall have the
Members’ rights set out in By-Law 1.6.
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Additional adjustments to Rowing BC By-Laws would include the following:
The Rowing BC Board of Directors recommends deleting the current By-Laws 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 and
1.5 in their entirety and replacing them with the following (changes are marked in red):
1.2

Requirements of Membership
i.
ii.
iii.

iv.

1.3

Members must be actively engaged in the sport of rowing.
Members must agree to abide by and to comply with the Constitution and By- Laws,
Policies and Rules of the Society, as amended from time to time.
Members shall provide such documents as may be required by the Board of Directors at
the time of application for membership or from time to time, including without limitation,
statements pertaining to the Club, Association or For-Profit Organization and proof of
formation, organization and continued existence that the Board of Directors may require
and deem appropriate at the time of application for membership or from time to time.
For-Profit Organizations shall:
a. be required to provide valid proof of incorporation, formation, organization and
continued existence and of being in good standing, all as may be required by the
Board of Directors of the Society at the time of application for membership or
from time to time;
b. shall be required to provide proof of applicable valid business license(s),
insurance, or any other additionally required third party association
memberships, an indemnity in favour of the Society and Board of Directors, or
such other documents, supporting materials or evidence to meet conditions that
may be placed by the Board of Directors as the Board of Directors may deem
appropriate in its discretion; and
c. not be covered by any insurance policies held by the Society or Rowing Canada
Aviron, and shall be responsible for providing, on application for membership,
from time to time as the Board of Directors may request and on an annual basis,
their own liability insurance and proof of same, which they ensure shall remain
valid throughout membership, with the liability requirements to be determined by
the Board of Directors from time to time.

Application for Membership
i.

ii.
iii.

The applicant shall submit a written application for membership to the Secretary that
includes:
a)
The purpose and objectives of the Club, Association or For-Profit Organization;
b)
The directors and officers of the Club, Association or For-Profit Organization, as
applicable;
c)
The address of the Club, Association or For-Profit Organization; and
d)
Any other documentation as shall be required by the Board of Directors.
Acceptance of an application shall be by two-thirds majority at any Board of Directors
meeting.
The accepted applicant shall be under a probationary period of one year during which
time they shall:
a)
Pay annual dues to the Society as shall be required;
b)
Have representation but no voting privileges; and
c)
Participate in member based activities such as rowing, dry land training, facilities
development and administration or regatta organization, with such restrictions as
the Board of Directors may place on For-Profit Organization members at the time
of acceptance of the application.
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iv.

v.

1.4

At a Board of Directors meeting, not less than twelve (12) or more than fifteen (15)
months after the date of probationary acceptance, the application shall be presented for
final consideration and the decision of the Board of Directors shall be final.
If after an application for final consideration has been rejected, the application shall not
be reconsidered for at least a period of twelve (12) months after the date of such
rejection.

Cessation or Cancellation of Membership
A Club, Association or For-Profit Organization shall cease to be a member of the Society:
i.
when a written letter of resignation by an officer of such Club, Association or For-Profit
Organization is delivered to the Secretary of the Society or mailed or delivered to the
address of the Society;
ii.
upon the winding-up or dissolution of the Society; or
iii.
on being expelled as follows.
A Member is and shall be expelled when:
a)
a motion to cancel the membership of the Club, Association or For-Profit
Organization is approved at a Board of Directors meeting; or
b)
a Member has not been a member in good standing for 12 consecutive months.
All Members are in good standing except a Member who has failed to pay its
current annual membership fee or any other subscription or debt due and owing
by it to the Society and it is not in good standing so long as the debt remains
unpaid.
c)
In the case of a For-Profit Organization, it ceases to carry on business or if such
organization dissolves or if it ceases activities promoting the sport of rowing.

1.5

Readmission without probation
Where a Club, Association or For-Profit Organization has ceased to be a member of the Society
and reapplies for membership, it may, at the discretion of the Board of Directors be readmitted as
a member without serving the probationary period on payment of outstanding fees or debts to the
Society.

The Rowing BC Board recommends adding the following By-Law 1.6 to By-Law One(1):
1.6

Members’ Rights
(a)

Voting Members
Clubs and Associations (the “Voting Members”) who are in good standing and not under
suspension shall have the following rights:
i.
to receive notices of Annual and Special General Meetings;
ii.
to attend, speak and vote at Annual and Special General Meetings;
iii.
to submit proposals for inclusion on the agenda of Annual and Special General
Meetings;
iv.
to participate in competitions and other programming organized by the Society;
and
v.
to exercise all other rights and privileges arising from the By-Laws and such
other rights and privileges as the Board of Directors may, from time to time,
determine.
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(b)

Non-Voting Members
For-Profit Organizations who are in good standing and not under suspension shall be
non-voting members and shall have the following rights:
i.
to receive notices of Annual and Special General Meetings;
ii.
to attend and speak at Annual and Special General Meetings, but shall have no
vote;
iii.
to submit proposals for inclusion on the agenda of Annual and Special General
Meetings;
iv.
to participate in competitions and other programming organized by the Society if
approved by the Board of Directors and subject to conditions the Board of
Directors may place as a condition of approval in its discretion; and
v.
to exercise all other rights and privileges arising from the By-Laws and such
other rights and privileges as the Board of Directors may, from time to time,
determine.

The Rowing BC Board of Directors recommends amending the current By-Law 2.6(i) as follows
(changes are underlined and marked in red):
2.6

All Officers and directors shall be elected in accordance with the following:
i.

All directors, including the President and Treasurer shall be elected at an Annual General
Meeting, or Special General Meeting by a majority of the Voting Members in attendance,
for a term of not more than two (2) years commencing on the day immediately following
the annual meeting. The President will be elected in even-numbered years and the
Treasurer will be elected in odd-numbered years.

The Rowing BC Board of Directors recommends deleting the current By-Law 9.1 and replacing it
with the following (changes are underlined and marked in red):
9.1

Annual Fees
Annual fees for membership shall be assessed by the Board of directors from time to time at their
sole discretion. The amount of membership fees assessed by the Board of Directors against the
Clubs, Associations and For-Profit Organizations need not be the same amount.

The Rowing BC Board of Directors recommends amending the current By-Law 12.1 as follows
(changes are underlined and marked in red):
12.1

General Meeting
A quorum at General Meetings is one third (1/3) of the Voting Members in good standing, but never
less than three (3) Voting Members.
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The Rowing BC Board of Directors recommends amending the current By-Laws 13.1, 13.2, 13.5
and 14.4(ii) as follows (changes are underlined and marked in red):
13.1

Annual General Meetings
At Annual General Meetings, each Voting Member in good standing shall have one vote.

13.2

Special General Meetings
At Special General Meetings, each Voting Member in good standing shall have one vote.

13.5

Proxy Votes
Proxy votes shall be recognized at the Annual General Meeting only. Voting Members may vote
by proxy providing:
i.
That a written request signed by the President or Secretary or a named representative of
the Voting Member indicating who is to exercise the proxy is received by the Secretary
prior to the meeting.
ii.
A person may exercise a proxy on behalf of one absentee Voting Member only.
iii.
That the proxy is requested and exercised by a Voting Member in good standing.
iv.
The person exercising the proxy need not be a representative of a Voting Member.

14.4

Borrowing
…
ii.

The Voting Members may by special resolution restrict the borrowing power of the Board
of Directors, but a restriction imposed expires at the next Annual General Meeting.
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Umpire Committee Report
Umpires and their Umpire Committee had another busy year serving the BC rowing community.
At the annual umpire refresher (recertification) seminar (held in January 2019 on Vancouver
Island), Ge-An Rijniersce, Glenn Robb, and Peter Sage were elected to the Umpire Committee
joining Laurel Glanfield, Sheree Moffatt and Gordon Sund who are serving their second year of
a two-year term. Gordon was subsequently elected Chair.
The Committee coordinates and supports umpire activities in British Columbia to ensure there
are sufficient well-trained and well-equipped umpires to support fair and safe racing in the
Province. There are currently 53 active umpires in British Columbia. The breakdown is 3
Assistants, 6 Associates, 31 Licensed (Level 2) and 16 more with an “advanced” License
(Levels 3, 4, or 5). These are fairly stable numbers and these active umpires provided at least
531 days of volunteer umpiring time in 2019 or an average of 9.5 days each umpire (10.9 for
Licensed). This is a phenomenal contribution! However, we also have 4 Assistants, 2
Associates, and 9 Licensed who have slipped into the inactive category.
As this report “goes to press”, we have learned that the Sages (Debbie and Peter) will be
moving to Clinton Ontario at the end of October. Both are experienced Chief Umpires and
Debbie is FISA-licensed, plus was our Clinician-in-training. They will both be missed in BC for
their many contributions to our sport.
In 2019, including 3 Indoor rowing events and 2 National regattas, there were 32 sanctioned
events in the province, involving some 52 days of racing. This increase is beginning to feel like
a trend. Well over half failed to achieve their full “recommended” jury numbers and one (28
September 2019 Deep Cove Classic) was cancelled due to insufficient numbers. More umpires
are greatly needed, and the Committee will continue to place a high priority on recruiting and
training.
In 2019, 5 Umpire Clinics have been held/scheduled and our ranks already include 2 new
Associate and 3 new Licensed Umpires. Several umpires have been recipients of full
evaluations during the course of their service at regattas. The Committee is interested in
growing the number of our Chief Umpires (Level 3) and hopes to advance this before year-end.
The Committee also laid the groundwork for a very robust selection process for new Clinicians
in BC.
The primary education tool for umpires is the annual recertification seminar organized by the
Umpire Committee and held in January each year. In 2019, 41 umpires attended the seminar
(which was an increase to approximately 75% of all the active umpires). Alternating between
Vancouver Island and the Mainland, the seminars provide ongoing development, reviews of
minimum standards, a forum for discussion of issues and new learning, and a chance to learn
from incidents that transpired during the previous season. An evolution to the variety of
presentations was one on “Dealing with Difficult
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People in Difficult Dynamics” by Patricia Galaczy of Royal Roads University. This was a
precursor to more thorough “Dealing with Conflict in Rowing” workshops held in Victoria and
Richmond in early July.
National and some Out-of-Province regatta opportunities are coordinated by the Committee.
Expressions of interest are sought and selections made from the applications received. In the
case of National Regattas, the BC nominations are provided to Rowing Canada who makes the
ultimate selection. In 2019, we had no applications for the 06-11 August 2019 Royal Canadian
Henley in St Catharines ON. However, we did supply 25 (including 2 Chief Umpires) to the 2629 September 2019 RCA National Rowing Championships & Canada Cup and 02-03 November
2019 Canadian University Association Rowing Championships regattas. We also administer a
cross-border exchange with our counterparts in USA Northwest region. In 2019, 3 BC umpires
helped officiate at their Masters Regional Championships, but none went to the Youth one
partially due to the conflicting BC Junior Provincial Championships. BC can be justly proud of
its Umpire team whose professional performance is equal to any international standard.
The Chair (BC UC) is also pleased to report that we continue to have a good working
relationship with the Rowing BC office and a great deal of that credit is due to the Rowing BC
Executive Director. The Chair of the Rowing Canada Umpires Committee is also committed to
open and transparent communication with our various counterparts throughout the country.
Committee members and our experienced umpires are willing to help educate athletes on the
rules of racing and what to expect at a regatta. The committee is also always keen to hear from
anyone interested in becoming an umpire. If interested, please contact the Umpire Committee.
Respectfully submitted,

2019 Umpire Committee
Rowing British Columbia
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Regatta Committee Report
Rowing regattas are covered by Rowing Canada Aviron (RCA) liability insurance on the strict
condition that they are sanctioned by RCA and are officiated by licensed RCA Umpires.
Sanctioning is intended to provide a standard for safety and fairness at regattas.
Rowing BC acts on RCA’s behalf to grant regatta sanction in British Columbia. The Rowing BC
Board established a Regatta Committee in early 2017 to implement a sanction review process
that would draw on a team of volunteers with a broad range of regatta experience such as
organizing, coaching, umpiring, and competing. The formal mandate of the Regatta Committee
is to (1) recommend sanction approvals for regattas in BC and to (2) establish standardized
elements of regatta planning and enhance regatta execution.
The rowing community was struck by a perfect storm of change with a move to Regatta Central
for all events, per seat fees enacted by Rowing BC and RCA to be collected by host clubs as
agents of their provincial and national sports organization, as well as rule changes that came
into effect now having an impact on the Rowing BC Regatta Committee. These changes
consumed a lot of energy by the rowing community as they learned to work with them.
The committee continues its advisory role to the Executive Director (ED) and is in direct contact
with Local Organizing Committees (LOCs) during the sanction application process. In this
capacity, the committee can receive front-line feedback from LOCs about the sanctioning
process, challenges with interpreting the RCA Rules of Racing, and challenges facing regattas
in BC. This information, as well as committee recommendations, are then passed to the ED.
Future opportunities and challenges that the committee anticipates facing include tailoring
events that focus on novice rowers, supporting positive umpire education changes in order to
increase the number of active umpires, formalizing a process within sanctioning which defines
the steps to follow in the case that an event must be cancelled or is denied sanctioning. Lastly
some discussion has led to a request to explore graduated sets of rules for different levels of
athletes as based on the event classification. These ideas will be brought forward to the
Rowing BC AGM and can be roundly explored as options to further our sport.
A Regatta Sanctioning page is available on the Rowing BC website which contains resources to
assist LOCs to plan their events and includes information on how to successfully complete the
sanction application. The committee will continue to collaborate with LOCs and others to
determine how our current regatta system can better meet the needs of rowers in British
Columbia. This will include an examination of recommendations from previous years.
Respectfully submitted,

Aalbert Van Schothorst
Regatta Committee Chair
Rowing British Columbia
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Awards and Recognition Committee
The Awards and Recognition Committee supports Rowing BC’s Strategic Direction 1, which is
to “Support a healthy athlete-centred rowing system,” and its supporting Goal 2 which is to
“Enhance recognition of participants within the system.”
In its second year, the Awards and Recognition Committee continued with the recognition of
our community in the 50th Anniversary year of Rowing BC. The committee consisted Pratibha
Sharma, Janice Mason, Stacy Mitchell and our newest member Beverly Reist. The Terms of
Reference for the committee state that the committee should consist of 4 – 6 members. If you
are interested in serving on the Awards and Recognition Committee, please contact Rowing
BC. Your interest and contributions would be greatly appreciated.
The committee continued to flush out new and innovated ways to recognize the outstanding
achievements of all individuals who make this sport great. The committee met 3 times this
year and is looking forward to working together again in the coming year. The Awards and
Recognition program will be delivered during the 2019 Rowing BC Mini Conference Luncheon
at Royal Rhodes University on November 16. Although awards are not necessarily given out
annually, nominations for the following awards and recognition will be accepted in the following
5 categories:
·
·
·
·
·

Volunteer Certificates of Distinction
Learn to Row Coach of the Year
High Performance Coach of the Year
Athletes of the Year: High Performance, University, Masters, Junior
BC Umpire of the Year

We hope all members of our rowing world will continue to celebrate and support this
committees work.
Respectfully submitted,

Stacy Mitchell
Awards and Recognition Committee Chair
Rowing British Columbia
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