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Notice of Annual General Meeting
NOTICE is hereby given to all members of Rowing British Columbia that the
2021 Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday, November 20, 2021 in an
online format beginning at 1:00 PM (PST).
The business of the meeting shall include:
● Acceptance of the Auditor’s Report & Audited Financial Statements for
2020-21;
● Appointment of Auditors for 2021-22;
● Election of Treasurer and Directors at Large;
● Updates from Rowing BC Board, Staff, Committees and Taskforces;
● Other business.
For full AGM details, please visit
https://rowingbc.ca/2021-rowing-bc-annual-general-meeting-and-conference/.
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Annual General Meeting Agenda
1. Call to Order
2. Reading of the Meeting Notice
3. Verification of Credentials
4. Roll Call
5. Approval of the Agenda
Motion approving Agenda of 2021 AGM
6. Approval of Minutes of the 2020 AGM
Motion approving minutes of the 2020 AGM
7. President’s Report
8. Treasurer’s Report
9. Auditors’ Report and Financial Statements
Motion accepting Auditor’s Report and Audited Financial Statements for
the year ending March 31, 2021.
10. Election of Treasurer and Directors at Large
Motion confirming acclamation of Treasurer and Directors at Large
11. Appointment of Auditors for 2021-2022
Motion approving Auditors for 2021-2022
12. New Business
13. Adjournment
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2021 Annual General Meeting and Conference Schedule
The Rowing BC Annual General Meeting and Conference provides an
opportunity for the entire BC rowing community to connect over the
accomplishments of the previous year, and look ahead to the coming priorities.
This year’s event will take place in a virtual format, making it easier than ever for
everyone to join the sessions they are interested in. Whether you are an athlete,
coach, umpire, administrator, volunteer, board member, manager or supporter,
there is content included with you in mind. Mark your calendar and plan to attend!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021
1:00-1:45 PM Rowing BC 2021 Annual General Meeting
1:45-2:00 PM Rowing BC Annual Awards
2:00-3:00 PM Planning a Successful 2022 competition and events calendar
3:00-3:30 PM Expanding the Impact and Influence of rowing
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November 20th Session Descriptions
Rowing BC 2021 Annual General Meeting
The official business of the AGM will be completed first, followed by an overview
of the exciting priorities Rowing BC has set in the 2022-2025 Strategic Plan.
While only one designate for each member organization can vote during the
AGM, everyone is encouraged to attend! Please ensure your local rowing
organization has at least one key leader in attendance.
Register as a Voting Designate or Assign a Proxy by submitting the linked
form(s) to memberservices@rowingbc.ca by Nov. 15, 2021.
Get prepared by reading this AGM Package document and the 2021 Annual
Report available here.
Rowing BC Annual Awards
The Rowing BC Annual Awards provide an opportunity to recognize
Performance Athlete of the Year, Learn to Row Coach of the Year, Performance
Coach of the Year, Umpire of the Year and Volunteer(s) of the Year. The BC
rowing community is filled with many individuals so deserving of credit – please
attend so they can be properly recognized in front of their peers!
Get prepared by sending your nominations for annual award recipients to
memberservices@rowingbc.ca – deadline Nov. 5, 2021.
Planning a Successful 2022 competition and events calendar
Building off of the significant work done by the Competition Review Taskforce,
this session will provide an opportunity to confirm the draft dates for 2022
regattas and events, as well as to ensure that the purpose of each event is clear
to the rest of the rowing community. Discussion will guide coaches/programs to
agree on strategically sending their athletes to race in particular areas of focus,
ensuring the level of competition available here in BC meets the needs of each
athlete group. Please ensure your local rowing organization has at least one key
leader in attendance.
Get prepared by accessing the 2020 Competition Review Taskforce Report and
Draft 2022 Regatta Calendar here.
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Expanding the Impact and Influence of rowing
Rowing BC has been developing partnerships to facilitate accessing participant
groups who may not have been historically well-represented within the BC
rowing community. By learning what makes an enticing invitation to try
something new, and how to adapt program models and coaching approaches to
meet different goals, the impact and influence of rowing across BC can be
enhanced. Hear about the partnerships Rowing BC has created that may be
suitable at your own local rowing organization, and the next steps for
organizations who are ready to take these ideas from discussion to
implementation. Please ensure your local rowing organization has at least one
key leader in attendance.
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Rowing British Columbia Draft 2020 AGM Minutes
Rowing BC 2020 Annual General Meeting
November 14, 2020 | Virtual Format
Voting members in attendance: see Appendix “A”
Stacy Mitchell called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
1. Reading of the Meeting Notice
Stacy Mitchell, President, delivered notice of the 2020 Rowing BC Annual
General Meeting to all members of Rowing BC.
2. Verification of Credentials
Ingrid Braul, Secretary, verified credentials of member organizations in
attendance.
3. Roll Call
Ingrid Braul, Secretary, conducted the roll call of member organizations in
attendance and confirmed quorum for the 2020 Rowing BC Annual
General Meeting.
4. Approval of 2020 AGM Agenda
Motioned by Susanne Walker-Curry (St. Michaels University School) and
seconded by Simon Litherland (False Creek Rowing Club) that “the
agenda for the 2020 Rowing BC Annual General Meeting be approved
as shown on screen.”
Motion carried.
5. Approval of 2019 AGM Meeting Minutes
Motioned by Aalbert Van Schothorst (University of Victoria) and seconded
by Daegan Reimer (Gorge Narrows Rowing Club) that “the minutes of
the 2019 Rowing BC Annual General Meeting be approved as
presented in the 2020 Rowing BC Annual General Meeting package.”
Motion carried.
6. President’s Report
Stacy Mitchell, President, provided an overview of the President’s Report
presented in the 2020 Rowing BC Annual General Meeting package.
Highlights include Rowing BC’s actions and athlete-centred approach
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during the COVID-19 pandemic, updates regarding umpires, and
NextGen developments.
7. Treasurer’s Report
John Gjervan, Treasurer, provided an overview of the Treasurer’s Report
presented in the 2020 Rowing BC Annual General Meeting package.
Rowing BC will continue to monitor the changes to fees in the upcoming
year.
Motioned by Martin George (Vernon Rowing and Dragon Boat Club) and
seconded by Laryssa Biesenthal (Brentwood College School) that “the
Auditor’s Report and Audited Financial Statements for the year
ending March 31, 2020 be accepted as presented in the 2020 Rowing
BC Annual General Meeting package.”
Motion carried.
8. Appointment of Auditors
Motioned by Susanne Walker-Curry (St. Michaels University School) and
seconded by Karen Burnett (Vancouver Rowing Club) that “Hay &
Watson be appointed as the Rowing BC auditors for the Fiscal Year
ending March 31, 2021.”
Motion carried.
9. Election of President and Directors at Large
Motioned by Aalbert Van Schothorst (University of Victoria) and Mike
Lakin (Salt Spring Island Rowing Club) that “Stacy Mitchell be
confirmed as President by acclamation and that Kris Davis, David
Dunnison, Leslie Manders, and Richard Tull be confirmed as
Directors at Large by acclamation.”
Motion carried.
10. Business Arising
No materials.
11. Adjournment
Motioned by Simon Litherland (False Creek Rowing Club) that “the 2020
Rowing BC Annual General Meeting be adjourned.” Meeting adjourned
at 1:29 p.m.
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Appendix A
Rowing BC AGM November 14, 2020
AGM Attendance

Voting Designate

Here

Y - Laryssa Biesenthal

Brentwood College School

N/A (Probationary Member)

Brown Cup Society

Here

Y - Peter Klinkow

Burnaby Lake Rowing Club

Here

Y - Shelley Fletcher

Cascadia Regatta Association

Proxy

Proxy

Y - Greg Sedun

Member Organization

Claremont Sport Institute Rowing Academy
Crofton House School

Here

Y - Colin Gray

Deep Cove Rowing Club

Here

Y - Richard Stout

Delta Deas Rowing Club

Here

N/A (Probationary Member)

Delta Tideway Scullers Association

Here

Y - Simon Litherland

False Creek Rowing Club

Here

Y - Lissa Lloyd

Fort Langley Community Rowing Club

Here

Y - Kelly Wick

Fort Langley Youth Rowing Society
Fraser Valley Rowing Club

?

Here

Y - Diane Morris

Gorge Narrows Rowing Club

N/A (Probationary Member)

Gravity Laboratory

Y - Greg Sedun

Greater Victoria Youth Rowing Society
Inlet Rowing Club

Here

Y - Vince Amodeo

Thunder Rowing

Here

Y - Janine Chan

Kamloops Rowing Club

Here

Y - Leslie Manders

Kelowna Rowing Club
Lake Windermere Rowing Club

Here

Y - Debra Neufeld

Lillooet Rowing Club

Here

Y - Susan MacDonald

Maple Bay Rowing Club

Here

Y - Karen Knight

Nanaimo Rowing Club

Proxy
Here

Y - Martin George Nelson Rowing Club
Y - Helen Healey

Nicomekl Rowing Club
Open Aviron Rowing Coastal Association

Here

Y - Roberta Rodgers

Rockies Rowing Club
Salish Sea Coastal Rowing Club

Here

Y - Michael Lakin

Salt Spring Island Rowing Club

Here

Y - Meghan Montgomery

Shawnigan Lake Rowing Club

Here

Y - David Miege

Shuswap Association for Rowing & Paddling
Simon Fraser University Rowing Club
South Cariboo Rowing Club

Here

Y - Sean Leyland

St. Georges School
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Here

Y - Susanne Walker Curry

St. Michaels University School

Here

Y - Mike Pearce

University of British Columbia Rowin
University of Fraser Valley Rowing

Here

Y - Aalbert Van Schothorst

University of Victoria Rowing Club

Here

Y - Marc Addison

Vancouver College Rowing

Here

Y - Karen Burnett

Vancouver Rowing Club

Here

Y - Martin George

Vernon Rowing and Dragon Boat Club

Here

Y - Greg Sedun

Victoria City Rowing Club
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President’s Report
Since March 2020, Covid-19 has disrupted the pattern of rowing in BC. There is
no part of the sport that was not affected. Although it may have felt hopeless
and frustrating at times, the pandemic has also provided us with time to reflect
on what it is that we do have. The rowing community in BC has strong, resilient,
and supportive rowers, coaches, umpires, and administrators. The pandemic
has provided a lens for all of us to see how fortunate we are to have one
another.
The pandemic brought us closer together: as a community we have rallied
around frequent video conferencing sessions, collectively meeting more often
than ever. Our discussions are collaborative and innovative, focused on finding a
way through this pandemic stronger and more resilient.
Rowing BC has kept a fast pace through the pandemic so far, even if typical
rowing activities were temporarily required to slow down. Starting in Summer
2020, Rowing BC’s Board and Staff have worked in consultation with the BC
rowing community to create Rowing BC’s 2022-2025 Strategic Plan. We can all
be proud of the strong guiding document we developed together. It is exciting
to launch the final version of this Strategic Plan alongside the 2021 AGM, and I
look forward to seeing it put into action in January 2022.
Safe Sport has been a major focus for Rowing BC over the past two years.
Partnered with Rowing Canada Aviron and viaSport BC, Rowing BC’s board has
approved a version of the nationally harmonized Safe Sport Policy Manual for
rowing, that is aligned with provincial expectations and legislation. Over the
coming months Rowing BC staff will work with Member Organizations so that
every club can adopt its own version of the policy manual.
Rowing BC has taken huge steps to support BC-based performance athletes.
Following a thorough selection process led by the NextGen Performance Center
Selection Committee, Rowing BC will be partnering with the City of Langford as
the host of the Provincial Training Center. Starting in the Summer of 2022,
Rowing BC will be able to provide a daily training environment and a
camp-based training environment for athletes focused on representing Canada
on the international stage through a new facility in Langford. Alongside this
project, Rowing BC continues significant work in other areas of the province to
ensure each region has venues equipped with the appropriate training and
competition infrastructure to support all components of the athlete development
pathway.
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This summer the rowing community cheered on many BC-based rowers wearing
the Maple Leaf at the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games. The screaming
could be heard around the province and I’m sure the enthusiasm was felt by
those amazing, resilient athletes who worked so hard to get to that start line.
Through the 2020-2021 year, Rowing BC’s Board has included myself (Stacy
Mitchell, President), Susan Wilkinson, John Gjervan, Ingrid Vanderslice, Kris
Davis, David Dunnison, York Langerfeld, Leslie Manders, Meghan Montgomery,
Richard Tull, and Steve van Knotsenburg.
At each Annual General Meeting, we must say some goodbyes.
This year Rowing BC is saying good-bye to John Gjervan who has served as the
society’s Treasurer for the past 4 years. John: thank you for our financial
wisdom and caution as we navigated the unknown waters of COVID-19. You are
leaving us in a very solid position and your calm demeanour and wise words will
be missed.
David Dunnison was on the board for just one year, however, his perspectives at
the board table during that time have made Rowing BC better. Thank you for
your time and love of this sport.
Rowing BC’s dedicated, resilient, and adaptable staff are who keeps this society
humming! On behalf of the board, I would like to thank David Calder, Sonja
Lonne, Martin George, Rob Richards and Jennifer Parfitt for their continued
dedication to Rowing BC. Staff have worked tirelessly to ensure that rowing in
this province persevered during the pandemic. Jennifer Parfitt left during the
summer to pursue other passions, and we wish her well. Jolene McIntosh has
quickly jumped in to fill what was previously Jennifer’s role, and ensured Rowing
BC’s operations continued smoothly during the transition.
It is hard to admit it, but the time has also come to say goodbye to Martin
George. Martin has worked for Rowing BC for over 12 years, and in that time
has been involved in one capacity or another with every rower who has raced
with the Maple Leaf on their oar at the Paralympics, and just about every coach
and key leader in each rowing organization across the province. He is full of life,
laughter, wisdom and passion, and he is hell-bent to make rowing inclusive,
safe, equitable and diverse. Martin, you have made Rowing BC so much better.
Thank you. Martin’s shoes will be hard ones to fill! Rowing BC has created a new
position, Manager of Education, Innovation and Inclusion, to fill this gap. The
transition from Martin to a new staff member will take place over the coming
months.
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we return to competition and recover from the pandemic, we are not quite in
calm waters. We still have not been able to fully measure the impact of
COVID-19 on rowing. The health of our Rowing BC Member Organizations is
critical to us, and we encourage you to reach out and ask for help. Rowing BC
is here for you. A big thank you to all our volunteers, parents, umpires, coaches,
club board members, and athletes for being patient, cautious and resilient in
these difficult times. I am proud of our rowing community. We are a strong
rowing community. Even though the waterways may have been silent for some
periods in the last year, you can now hear the oar locks and the swoosh of
puddles as rowing comes back!
Stronger, kinder, and a leader in sport in BC.
Sincerely,

Stacy Mitchell
President, Rowing BC
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Treasurer’s Report
The audited financial statements have been circulated for the year ended March 31,
2021 (see the following pages of this AGM package). The pandemic significantly
impacted Rowing BC’s ability to operate within the normal parameters of its mandate,
however, in the work that Rowing BC conducted, it focused on the health and vitality of
Rowing BC’s Member Organizations, especially as pandemic related restrictions on
rowing activities started to lift.
In these uncertain times, Rowing BC took a conservative approach to its budgeting
process which has served the society well. Rowing BC remains in good standing with
all funding bodies.
The pandemic has highlighted to Rowing BC the importance of diversifying its funding
sources so that the Society is not completely dependent on government funding or
membership fees.
Rowing BC continues to explore new revenue generating
opportunities that will support rowing across the province.
I would like to thank Derek Page and Kris Davis for their commitment to Rowing BC’s
Finance Committee this past year. The committee has continued to support the
Executive Director and myself through these challenging times.
It has been an honour to work with my peers on the Rowing BC Board over the past 4
years, and I will miss the work. I wish my successor the best of luck, and know that I
remain committed to a healthy transition.

Respectfully submitted,

John Gjervan
Treasurer, Rowing BC
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Nominating Committee Report
ROLES UP FOR ELECTION
The 2-year terms of John Gjervan, Rowing BC’s current Treasurer, and 4
Directors-at-Large, Ingrid Vanderslice (Secretary), York Langerfeld, Meghan
Montgomery and Steve Van Knotsenburg, expire as of the 2021 Rowing BC
AGM.
Mr. Gjervan has served two consecutive terms as Treasurer, and in accordance
with Rowing BC’s By-Law 2.6ii, is not eligible to run for a third consecutive term.
Rowing BC thanks Mr. Gjervan for his service to the society and looks forward
to continuing its meaningful relationship with him in other capacities.
Ms. Vanderslice, Mr. Langerfeld, Ms. Montgomery and Mr. Van Knotsenburg
have all declared a desire to stand for re-election.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE ENDORSED SLATE OF CANDIDATES
In accordance with Rowing BC’s By-Law Seven (7), Section 7.5, the Rowing BC
Nominating Committee has prepared a Slate of Candidates for the Rowing BC
Board positions of Treasurer and Director(s)-at-Large.
On August 23, 2021 the Rowing BC Nominating Committee, chaired by Rowing
BC Board Director-at-Large David Dunnison, distributed a Call for Expressions
of Interest for the positions of Treasurer and Director(s)-at-Large. Individuals
interested in being considered for the Nominating Committee Endorsed Slate of
Candidates had until September 13, 2021 to submit an Expression of Interest
(EOI) to the chair of the committee.
A Nominating Committee Endorsed Slate of Candidates was released to the
Rowing BC membership on October 9, 2021 with a final date of October 22,
2021 for additional nominations. No additional nominations were received. The
following is the finalized Nominating Committee Endorsed Slate of Candidates
for election at the 2021 Rowing BC AGM.
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Treasurer (2 year term)
Derek Page - Biography available here.
Director at Large (2 year term)
York Langerfeld - Biography available here.
Meghan Montgomery - Biography available here.
Ingrid Vanderslice (nee Braul) - Biography available here.
Steve Van Knotsenburg - Biography available here.
As of the 2021 AGM, current Director-at-Large David Dunnison has announced
that he will be stepping down from the Rowing BC Board of Directors for
personal reasons. Rowing BC thanks Mr. Dunnison for his year of service and
many contributions to the Rowing BC Board of Directors and the rowing
community in BC. With Mr. Dunnison’s departure from the board, a 1-year
Director-at-Large position will become vacant. The Rowing BC Nominating
Committee is excited to endorse the following:
Director at Large (1 year term)
Scott Parfitt - Biography available here.
Respectfully submitted,

David Dunnison
Chair, 2021 Rowing BC Nominating Committee
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Umpire Committee Report
The Umpire Committee began 2021 with no desire to repeat the futile effort to
assign Chief Umpires and provide Juries for potential regattas which were very
likely never to materialize. 2020 had seen all events beyond the first week of
March eventually cancelled due to Covid-19 and 2021 began under the same
cloud of apprehension and caution.
The statistical high-lights are noted in an early section of the Rowing BC Annual
Report.
Umpire Seminar
The Annual Umpire Seminar was conducted virtually using the Zoom platform 23
January 09:00-12:00 with a lively agenda and 53 Participants (most of whom
carried on “net-working” for about 20 minutes afterward).
Umpire Committee elections had resulted in the acclamation of 3 incumbents
(Sheree Moffatt, Ge-An Rijniersce and Glenn Robb) to 2-year terms. Gordon
Sund was subsequently elected Chair. Laurel Glanfield and Tim Henderson
rounded out the committee. Attendees received a Rowing BC face mask which
has proven to be very useful indeed.
Umpire Equipment Bags
Instead of filling numerous Juries earlier this year, the UC was occupied with
creating individualized equipment kits with support from RCA Covid-19 Relief
Funding. Thanks to this project, Covid-19 transmission concerns are slightly
reduced, our numbers and quality of equipment have been vastly improved, and
the workload of the 2 “Equipment Managers” has been reduced.
The available funding supported the creation of 45 Umpire Equipment Bags
containing a blend of new equipment and existing inventory. 37 were assigned
to our most prolific Umpires with 4 being held in reserve on both sides of the
Strait to supply those who attend only occasionally. Obtaining additional
equipment, especially gore-tex jackets, to add to this equipment inventory is an
on-going priority.
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Communications
Regular monthly Zoom meetings involving the Rowing BC Executive Director
and Umpire Committee Chair have helped keep our objectives on track. Email
provided the predominant UC communication method fitting in with divergent
schedules. “Updates for Umpires in BC” were published approximately every
second month. Similarly, Rowing BC or Rowing Canada put on various
Community Meetings (using Zoom) to help keep us all engaged.
Regattas
The first event requiring Umpires was the Province-wide Sprint on Burnaby Lake
24-25 July. A cautious subscription rate led to an Island contingent of Umpires
joining their Mainland colleagues. Head of the Nicomekl and the Burnaby Lake
Small Boat Invitational were able to successfully run as the other two Mainland
regattas of the 2021 season.
On the Island, 5 regattas required Umpires. The final one of those 5 is the RCA
National Rowing Championships 12-13 November with all “local” Umpires. An
additional learning and observation opportunity was provided for Island-based
umpires through the RCA Beach Sprints competition.
All regattas were characterized by later than usual notification and
close-to-the-wire Sanction Approval due to pandemic-related requirements
added on to the regular process. Fortunately, Umpire subscriptions have been
fairly timely.
Education
The BC Clinician cadre has been busy. A well-subscribed virtual BC Level 1
(Assistant) Umpire Clinic was held after the last AGM. In addition, a self-paced
online option for the Level 1 (Assistant) Umpire workshop is being rolled out by
RCA this November. 3 series of 3-session virtual BC Level 2+ (Licensed and
above) Umpire Seminars using an RCA curriculum is resulting in a good
compliance rate for the “Seminar attendance” requirement.
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Special Recognition
Hugh Porter added Umpire to his list of numerous Rowing Community
accomplishments somewhere around 1994. He used to average over 13 days
officiating per year and, prior to 2011, many of those were as a Chief Umpire.
Hugh always arrived at an Elk Lake regatta fully prepared including a complete
set of replacement dry clothing. As part of his mid-July birthday considerations,
he decided to retire his PFD and flags and take a rest from rainy weekends. We
hope to see him as an honoured guest at future “safety meetings”.
Contact us
The Rowing BC website is a useful source of information at any time. (See
Become an RCA Umpire and Umpire Resources.)
Committee members and our experienced umpires are willing to help educate
athletes on the Rules of Racing and what to expect at a regatta. The committee
is also always keen to hear from anyone interested in becoming an umpire.
As always, an email to the Umpire Committee will be received by all 6 members.
Also, please inform us of any changes to your contact information.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Rowing BC Umpire Committee

Gordon Sund (Chair)
Rowing BC Umpire Committee
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Awards and Recognition Committee Report
The Rowing BC Awards and Recognition Committee has been recently
restructured as a think-tank to support new ideas surrounding Awards and
Recognition. Leadership is provided by Stacy Mitchell (Rowing BC President)
and Sonja Lonne (Staff Support) with members of the rowing community
welcome to join at any time. This Fall, Rowing BC would like to thank Tara
Christensen (Unaffiliated), Carolyn Keith (Delta Deas Rowing Club), Sammy Ross
(UVIC Rowing), Audrey Tsai (False Creek Rowing Club), and Nicole Yeung (UBC
Rowing) for their contributions to this work. If you would be interested in joining
this committee, please contact memberservices@rowingbc.ca.
Since 2018, Rowing BC has been giving out a series of Annual Awards on the
day of each Rowing BC Annual General Meeting and Conference. These awards
include Outstanding Volunteer of the Year, High Performance Coach of the Year,
Athlete of the Year, Learn to Row Coach of the Year, and Umpire of the Year.
While the recognition of award winners will take place virtually this year, Rowing
BC is equally as excited about the opportunity to recognize and celebrate the
recipients of these awards, and thank them for all they do in and for the BC
rowing community.
The Rowing BC Awards and Recognition Committee is involved in developing
additional strategies to recognize community members through methods
beyond what is available through the Annual Awards. Plans are in the works for
additional in-person recognition opportunities, as well as through utilizing online
avenues (social media, newsletter etc.) in new ways. A priority for this committee
is ensuring there are appropriate ways to recognize key individuals in the many
rowing community roles all throughout the year, and that new individuals who
become involved in the community quickly learn why it matters that they are
associated not only with their local rowing organization, but also with the rest of
the rowing community across BC.
Rowing BC currently maintains a list of potential external awards opportunities
that may apply for members of the rowing community. This is available through
the Rowing BC website here. Additional support is being structured in order that
more individuals from the rowing community are nominated for these
opportunities where appropriate.
Submitted by Staff on behalf of the
2021 Rowing BC Awards and Recognition Committee
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Coastal Rowing Development Taskforce Report
The Rowing BC Coastal Rowing Development Taskforce (CRDTF) throughout
2020-2021 has included Steve Van Knotsenberg (Chair), York Langerfeld (Board
Support), Martin George (Staff Support), Dominic Preney, Janice Mason, Annette
O’Shea, Katie Steenman, Craig Rutherford and Marla Weston.
The CRDTF had 7 meetings in 2021. The ability of the CRDTF to organise events
was obviously affected by the pandemic. CRDTF members (Katie Steenman,
Janice Mason, York Langerfeld, Martin George) attended the World Rowing
Coastal Race Module workshops at the 2021 RCA Conference which was
considered a valuable learning experience by all who participated. Task Force
members would like to see these workshops repeated to build capacity and
excitement for the sport.
RCA combined with AMP Rowing to host a coastal rowing beach sprints event
at Cadboro Bay in Victoria in August. This event was the final selection race to
name the team to represent Canada at the World Rowing Beach Sprint finals in
Portugal in September. The CRDTF worked with RCA/AMP to select the location
for this event and members of the CRDTF (those in Victoria) provided support
both in the preparation of and at the event. Boats and onsite support for the
event were generously supplied by Liteboat Pacific Rowing.
The CRDTF recommends 3 main areas to support the development of Coastal
Rowing in BC:
● Expand regatta events
○ Encourage the expansion of (suitable) existing flat water regattas to
include a coastal shell events (e.g Deep Cove, Nicomekl, Gorge)
○ Develop coastal-specific events to provide opportunities to
experience coastal competition as the World Rowing formats (e.g.
beach sprints, 6km endurance etc.) - see list of proposed regattas
below
● Assist in capacity building of existing/new clubs
○ Rowing BC to develop a funding program and identify
opportunities for clubs to purchase or lease coastal rowing
equipment
○ host/purchase/partner on “Come Try Coastal” events (ie group
rows, Come and Try, Touring, and the like)
○ Build membership by using coastal shells to recruit new club
members and retain existing members who may prefer more stable
equipment. This assists clubs to add membership value by offering
a more recreational and social focus.
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○ Promote coastal rowing shells as a valuable component of all
rowing clubs’ inventory, for boat stability with new and recreational
rowers, and for use at coastal events, and to broaden the
availability of “rowing days” in all types of weather/water
conditions.
○ Develop relationships with other paddle sports organizations to
encourage them to “cross pollinate” into coastal rowing to enjoy
the same coastal waters in a new way
● Communication/Promotion
○ Connect and promote a race series using existing events (e.g. in
the US and other provinces, particularly events organised by
Sound Rowers in Washington State with the objective being to
communicate a full series of events to coastal competitors)
○ Market touring and adventuring as a unique aspect of coastal
rowing.
The CRDTF proposes the inclusion of the following new coastal regattas in the
2022 BC Regatta Calendar:
● April 2nd/3rd (BC Coastal series) Weekend Endurance Race
● June 19th (BC Coastal series) Sprints and Endurance Races
● August 6th Beach Sprints Nelson (in association with existing regatta)
● August 21st (BC Coastal series) Beach Sprints
● August 27th Race Around the Rock
● September “Switchblade” (see below)
● This event would be open to all human powered boats, not just
rowers although it would seek to emphasize coastal rowing boats.
● The course would follow the Victoria Waterways Loop and thus
circle
Greater
Victoria
through
5
municipalities.
(https://vicwaterloop.ca/)
● A somewhat similar event has been run by the Victoria Canoe and
Kayak Club under the name of “Switchblade”. The Switchblade
event is a relay race and involves 6 different types of boats.
(https://www.vckc.ca/Switchblade-Paddlesport-Relay)
● The hope is to involve local First Nations and hold a dinner BBQ at
the Songhees Wellness Centre.
● The event would be mainly participatory although we could offer
prizes for various categories such as those listed by the Sound
Rowers (http://www.soundrowers.org/boat-classes/).
Submitted by Staff on behalf of the
2021 Coastal Rowing Taskforce
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Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee Report
The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Committee has been established by
Rowing BC to research and recommend actions that will further promote a
culture of diversity, equity and inclusion throughout the rowing community in
BC. The variety of ideas that can be shared through the committee structure
enhances the programs and initiatives Rowing BC is able to undertake with the
help of staff and other volunteers. Recommendations made by the DEI
Committee shall consider short- and long-term changes.
This committee first met in Summer 2021. Initial members include David Calder
(Staff Support), Martin George (Staff Support), Sonja Lonne (Staff Support),
Leslie Manders (Board Support), Meghan Montgomery (Board Support), Kiana
Bonamin, James Kwinecki, Roberta Rodgers and Lisa Tschannen.
Rowing BC participated in significant work to support a pilot DEI project in
combination with Rowing Canada Aviron (RCA) and the False Creek Rowing
Club during Summer 2021 with a specific and targeted reach into new
participant demographics that have not historically been well-represented in the
rowing community. This initiative led to the successful inclusion of 56 new
rowing participants in recurring programming, and the creation of strong
partnerships between Rowing BC and three key partner organizations - Canucks
Autism Network, Big Brothers of Greater Vanouver, and Colour the Trails.
The learnings from this pilot project will be used to inform the expansion of this
initiative into other local rowing organizations across BC beginning in Spring
2022. As this program expands, the DEI Committee will be influential in
determining appropriate target populations and partnerships to pursue specific
to the varying needs of local rowing organizations across the province.
The DEI committee has been engaged in listening and learning through
opportunities created by Veza Global and INclusion INcorporated, and will
continue to seek out education that provides a strong foundation to a thoughtful
approach to Rowing BC’s DEI goals.
Submitted by Staff on behalf of the
2021 Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee
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Interior Rowing Development Committee Report
The Rowing BC Interior Rowing Development Committee is intended to include
representation from each of the Rowing BC Member Organizations in the Interior
region. This currently includes David Miege (Shuswap), Debra Neufeld (Lillooet),
Janine Chan (Kamloops), Kim Shea (Nelson), Leslie Manders (Kelowna), Lisa
George (Vernon), Roberta Rodgers (Rockies), Robin Hotchkiss (Lake
Windermere) and Martin George (Staff Support).
This group has had several healthy zoom meetings on a roughly quarterly basis.
In 2021, plans were created to support the creation of a development camp and
regatta specific to the region, but these plans were delayed by changing COVID
travel restrictions and a severe wildfire season.
While each individual local rowing organization has found ways to sustain
membership throughout this time, opportunities to come together have been
limited. In 2022, this group looks forward to revitalized conversations about the
specific needs of the region and opportunities to support one another with the
additional assistance of Rowing BC. 2022 will also bring the excitement of the
BC Summer Games to Prince George, with the intention of leaving a legacy club
behind when the Games are over.
Submitted by Staff on behalf of the
2021 Interior Rowing Development Committee
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Regatta Committee Report
The Rowing BC Regatta Committee throughout 2020-2021 has included Aalbert
Van Schothorst (Chair), Rick McDougall, Simon Litherland, Ge-An Rijniersce,
Lauren Wilkinson, Stacy Mitchell (Rowing BC President), and Sonja Lonne (Staff
Support). Under regular circumstances, the Regatta Committee functions to:
1. To recommend sanction approvals for regattas in BC; and
2. To establish standardized elements of regatta planning and enhance
execution of sanctioned regattas based on the needs of participants.
Starting in 2018, Rowing BC implemented a new Regatta Sanction Application
timeline. This timeline set clear deadlines for sanction applications to reach the
Rowing BC office for review by the Regatta Committee and Board, and also
provided clarity on when Local Organizing Committees (LOCs) could expect to
hear back about the status of their application. This, in combination with the
increased communication during the planning stages between LOCs and the
Chief Umpire (CU) for each event, had led to sanction applications arriving for
review by the Regatta Committee much more thoroughly completed and ready
for approval with more than sufficient lead time to the actual event. This had
been a huge success of the Regatta Committee, with positive impacts (and
reduced stress!) for all those involved.
In 2021, the Regatta Committee was required to be very agile. In July 2021,
outdoor regattas became permissible after more than a year of no events. This
required a quick turn-around of sanction documents from the LOCs with the
additional layer of COVID outdoor event safety plans being created. We
acknowledge that this combination of factors led to condensing what are
normally quite manageable timelines and that created additional stress for the
LOCs who were struggling to get entries open and races run.
Despite all of that, watching races come back on line and seeing the excitement
in the eyes of the competitors has made the work worth it for all. This allows the
committee to express gratitude for the work done by Rowing BC and Rowing
Canada Aviron for helping get regattas back on line, the committee and its
members for its attention to detail and diligence in ensuring that events remain
safe and fair as they come back on line and the local organizing committees for
the ongoing dedication to our extended community. Despite the various
hurdles, the season is ramping up towards great success and we look forward
to returning to our well-oiled systems for the 2022 regatta season!
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We are always looking to develop new committee members in order to keep the
work light for all. If you have an attention to detail and enjoy helping keep
standards high, you may be an ideal candidate for this committee. If you are
interested in serving on the Regatta Committee, please contact
memberservices@rowingbc.ca.
Submitted by

Aalbert Van Schothorst
Chair, 2021 Rowing BC Regatta Committee
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Thank you for participating in the 2021 Rowing BC Annual
General Meeting and Conference.
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